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indeed able to send disease and death, but who, on. the other
hand, is all-powerful to protect against physical maladies. This
feature in his character, however, is more extensively developed
in the person of his son, Asclepius (^Esculapius). But it is not
only outward ills that this wonder-working deity can cure: as
the true redeemer from sin and crime, he alone can afford con-
solation to guilty souls. Even those pursued by the Furies he
sometimes receives in tenderness and pity, a fine instance of
which is found in the story of Orestes. It is here that we must
seek the explanation of his character as god of music; in the fact
that it exercises so soothing and tranquillising an influence on
the soul of man. His favourite instrument was the lyre, which he
was wont to play with masterly skill at the banquets of the
gods, whilst the Muses accompanied him with their wondrous
strains. Apollo was therefore regarded as the leader of the
Muses (Musagetes); and all the great singers of antiquity, such
as Orpheus and Linus, are mythically represented as his sons.

But' Apollo attained his greatest importance among the
Greeks as god of prophecy. His oracles continued to exercise
an important influence on social and political life, even down to
the latest times. . The inspiration of Apollo was distinguished
by the fact that the god revealed the future less by means of
outward signs than by inducing an ecstatic condition of mind
bordering on madness in those persons through whom he wished
to proclaim his oracles. These were generally women and
maidens, who, either at oracular shrines proper, or dwelling
alone as Sibyls, gave forth the responses of the god. In early
times they were somewhat numerous. There was an oracle at
Clarus, near Colophon; an oracle at Didyma, near Miletus; and
an oracle on the Ismenus, near Thebes. These were eventually
all thrown into the shade by that of Delphi. The responses of
this oracle exercised, during a long period of Grecian history, an
all-powerful influence, especially on the Dorian tribes. The